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We are at the beginning of the 
Lenten season, a season devoted to 
the special consideration of our 
Saviour’s. Passion and the events 
which brought about His crucifixion 
and death. Originally the forty hours 
between the death and resurrection 
of our Saviour were observed as a 
period of fasting and mourning. 
Later the hours were lengthened to 
days and their number set at forty, 
determined, no doubt, by the dura- 
tion of the fasts of Moses, Elias, and 
of our Lord in the wilderness. Sun- 
days, however, were never included, 
so that this period is still exactly 
forty days in length. 


The dominant purpose of the 
Lenten season is to direct the hearts 
and the minds of worshippers to Him 
who was lifted up that He might 
draw all men unto Himself. During 
this season there is the finest oppor- 
tunity to present the.saving value of 
Christ’s suffering and thus inculcate 
a profound knowledge of sin, a 
grateful appropriation of the blessed 
fruits of the Saviour’s work, a more 
earnest denial of self, and a conse- 
crated surrender to Him who loved 
us and gave Himself for us. 


In our minds there is a hymn of 
the church which ties all these won- 
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TUTTLE LLL 


TUTTE 


THY HOLY 
PASSION 


deriul truths together. It is the 
loved Lenten hymn: “Jesus I 
ponder now”. This hymn exe 
fies the worship of the special 
ten services which are so. muc 
part of our preparation for G 
Friday and Easter. What a won 
ful prayer for this szason! How 
sonal is the plea for the help of 
Spirit of God! The believer is sp 
ing to his personal Saviour a 
eginning of his Lenten meditat 
and worship, saying: 


on ‘ 


Jesus, I will ponder 
holy passion; 


AOW 


With Thy Spirit me endow for 
meditation. 


RY 


Grant that I in love and faith 
the image cherish 


Ih 


Of Thy suffering, pain and dé 
that I may not perish. 
The believer echoes the gi 


prophecy of Isaiah 53, and sees 
fulfilment of this prophecy in — 
vivid account of the suffering Ch 
for the sins of man. It is necess, 
to see and to comprehend that t 
suffering was the one offering 
sin, the one complete atonem 
made, for all men, for all time. 
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Make me see Thy great distress, 
anguish and affliction, 

Bonds and stripes and wretchedness 
and Thy crucifixion 

Vake me see how scourge and rod, 
spear and nails, did wound thee. 

‘ow for man Thou diedst, O God, 

who with thorns have crowned 

Thee. 


ut this alone is not enough. Each 
must see this Passion in the very 
‘onal way in which it affects him. 
|; is the cause of the suffering and 
Nh, that “I also and my sin 
‘ught Thy deep affliction”. It is 
combined personal sins of all 
‘ple that nailed Him to the cross 
_ for which He gave up His life. 
cannot abstractly look at the 
bs and say “yes, this was indeed 
treat suffering”. The force and 
aning of it all must strike us per- 
‘Gally a 


“For me”! 


Yet, O Lord, not thus alone make 
me see Thy passion, 

But its cause to me make known, 
and its termination. 

Ah! I also and my sin wrought Thy 
deep affliction; 

| This indeed the cause hath heen of 

Thy crucifixion. 


t is for this reason the believer 
‘st view the Passion with repen- 
ce. To avoid and shun the things 
it sent Christ to the cross, he must 
fully aware of them. It may be 
it we are made more fully aware 
our sins during this time, but we 
cerely hope that it is not only in 
s time of the year but every day 
tt we look within ourselves with 
view to change, and to putting off 
> unholy living and sinful plea- 
ce which crucify anew the Lord of 
ory. 

Grant that I Thy passion view with 

repentant grieving 

Nor Thee crucify anew by unholy 


living. 
How could I refuse to shun every 
sinful pleasure t 


Since for me God's only Son 
suffered without measure? 
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There is cause for alarm when we 
view our sin and it breaks upon us 
that is we who crucified Christ. Yet 
it is in this fact that we find the real 
comfort that only a beliver can have, 
for this crucifixion is the only thing 
that gives us the assurance of sins 
forgiven. On the cross Christ suff- 
ered for our sins and paid the pen- 
alty which we ought to have paid. 
It is here that the fulness of the love 
of God is most evident. He did it all 
freely, without any worthiness on 
our part. 


If my sins give me alarm and my 
conscience grieve me, 

Let Thy cross my fear disarm, peace 
of conscience give me. 

Grant that I may trust in Thee and 
Thy holy Passion, 

If His Son so loveth me, God must 
have compassion, 


What a wonderful conclusion; 
“God must have compassion”! 


The apex of God’s love to man 
is the cross, the complete removal of 
the sin that keeps man from his 
heavenly Father. 


Now says the believer, “I give 
myself to you, dear Lord’. Here is 
the echo of the prayer, “Thy will 
be done”. Realizing the love of God, 
he prays: 

Grant that I may willingly bear with 
Thee my crosses, 

Learning humbleness of Thee, peace 
mid pain and losses, 

May I give Thee love for 
Hear me, O my Saviour, 
That I may in heaven above sing 

Thy praise forever, 

It is Christ and Christ alone who 
is all in all to the believer. This must 
be the conclusion of all Lenten 
meditation. We have crucified Him 
with our sin, God has died for the 
forgiveness of that sin, we belong to 
the Lord, may He be praised for- 
evermore for His compassion. 


By V. H. HENNIG. 
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INCIDENT OF DEATH 

Man was created by God for life 
— happy life, perfect life, life in God 
and with God. Death came as an un- 
welcome interloper. Sin opened the 
breach between God and man. “In 
the day that thou eatest thereof, thou 
shalt surely die”, God had warned; 
and when man did eat of the for- 
bidden tree, he heard the dreaded 
sentence: “Unto dust shalt thou re- 
turn”. “Wherefore, as by one man 
sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon all, 
for that all have sinned: ...for the 
wages of sin is death”. Rom. 5:12, 
6:73. 


CONTINUATION OF LIFE 


But death is not a dead end. Life 
goes on. Death is the end of the 
earthly stage of life, but life cannot 
die. Death is a temporary parting of 
ways for the body and the spirit, the 
former returning to dust whence it 
came, and the latter returning unto 
God who gave it. Eccl. 12:7. But life 
is not absorbed back into God as the 
eternal source and reality of life, nor 
is there an endless transmigration of 
the soul into other “bodies, human, 
animal or plant. It does not lose its 
distinct personal identity, as is evi- 
dent from Christ’s teaching in the 
story of the rich man and from 
Lazarus, Luke 16: 22-23, His word 
to the malefactor, “To-day shalt thou 
be with me in paradise”, Luke 23: 43, 
His conversation with Martha con- 
cerning her brother’s resurrection, 
John 11:24, His warning to the Jews 


FOUR 


eternal life 
i | i 
concerning the personal resurreciiy 


and judgment of all the dead, Jit. 
§: 28-29, and others. r 


SECOND DEATH i” 
Behind temporal death stands ff, 
to be feared. 


“It is appointed : 
men once to die, but after this | 


Judgment”, Heb. 9:27. Because 
Geod’s wrath and curse upon f. 
there must follow — unless soy 


thing intervenes — “a second dea 
Rev. 20:14, which means ete#{in 
binishment from God. Matth 25 sfii 
46; II Thess. 1:9. a IE 
Sf 
NOTHING TO FEAR 

But Christ intervened. He tf 
our human nature in order # 
“through death He might dest 
him that hath the power over des 
that is, the devil: and deliver tk 
who through fear of death were: f ; 
their lifetime subject to bondag} 
Heb. 2:14-15. Therefore, “He th 
heareth my Word and believeth f 
Him that sent me hath everlastf. 
life and shall not come into conde 
nation, but is passed from death w 
life”. John 5:24. Many people - 
afraid of death. The unbeliever | 
good reason to fear; but the belie}! 
in Christ looks to, “the ioaaies wit 
shall be revealed in us” 


WHERE IS THE SOUL ? 


In the moment of death the } 
lievers who have passed from spi }f 
ual death to life in Christ will go 
their place: “present with the Lor 
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br. 5:8, “with Christ”, Phil. 1-23; 
varadise”, Luke 23: 43. Whoever 
in the Lord is blessed “from 
eforth’, Rev. 14:13. Although 
Vord does not directly answer all 
questions that might be asked 
it this phase of life, this 
‘ough to fortify our hearts and 
ut out quibbling arguments and 
sh fears; “Today... with me”; 
went from the body and present 
the Lord”; “blessed from hence- 
~. This is enough to cheer our 
ts and to confirm our hopes. 


qe unbelievers, the Christless, im- 
jiately go to their place: “in pri- 
mm. lf Peter 3:19-20, a place’ of 
‘Jishment and torment, Luke 


ihe souls of the departed do not 
‘mn to earth to communicate with 
}iiving, as Spiritism maintains. The 
1 are ignorant of us, Isaiah 63: 16, 

will not be sent even on a mis- 
1 of mercy to warn a sinner, Luke 
{ 27-29. 


Nor does the soul first go to a half- 
y house, purgatory, in which the 

and final salvation of the indi- 
ual is accomplished by its own 
fering and by masses, prayers and 
ds offered on its behalf by the liv- 
. This should be quite evident 
'm all the above-mentioned Scrip- 
fes. 


CONDITIONS AFTER THE 
RESURRECTION 

Both the bodies of the ressurected 
d the living will be changed, I Cor. 
: 51-52, but we shall be the same per- 
ns we are now. While the resurrec- 
1 body will be of the same sub- 
ance, Job 19:25-27, it will be en- 
wed with new attributes and 
alities, adapted to the new circum- 
nces and nature of things, 
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Because the body is henceforth in- 
separably united with the immortal 
soul, Rev. 21:4, the body will like- 
wise be immortal and incorruptible. 
I Cor. 15: 53-54. Nor will it be sub- 
ject to those physical laws and 
conditions by which it was controlled 
in this earthly life; for the former 
things will have passed away, the 
world and life as we now know them 
will have ceased to exist, I Cor. 7:31, 
HebrlilOai2. Ue Peter si 0=12" 


HELL 


Yet there is a great difference: 
the wicked are not annihilated, but 
God will banish them eternally, body 
and soul, in hell, Matth. 10:28, 
where their worm shall not die, 
neither shall their fire be quenched, 
Mark 9:43-44. Separated from God 
eternally, subject to inconceivable 
torment and suffering, they shall be 
objects of contempt, Dan. 12:2, and 
an abhorring to all flesh, Isaiah 
66: 24. 


HEAVEN 


The righteous shall be “raised in 
glory”, I Cor. 15:43; their vile body 
shall be fashioned like unto the glor- 
ious body of Christ, Phil. 3:21. They 
shall be raised “in power”; they will 
be strong and vigorous, free from 
the weaknesses, infirmities, defects 
and the devastating consequences of 
sin. They will be raised as “spiritual 
bodies”; which does not mean that 
they will be spirits or angels, but that 
they will be like the angels, Matth. 
22:30, in that they are not depen- 
dent on seedtime and harvest, food 
and drink, for their sustenance, nor 
subject to pain and sorrow, Rev. 
21:4. “Therefore, with angels and 
archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Thy 
glorious Name, evermore praising 
lilteeks 

ARNOLD E. RAKOW 
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In June of this year Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church of South Totten- 
ham will celebrate its 60th anniver- 
sary. On the Fourth Sunday after 
Trinity 1901, a modest building at 
53 Antill Road, erected at a cost 
of £560, was dedicated to the glory 


of God. It was a Christian Day 
School during the week, but on Sun- 
day, with the school benches pushed 
to the side, it was the house of wor- 
ship for a handful of Lutheran 
Christians. Begun as a children’s mis- 
sion by the consecrated group of 
young Christians who only several 
years before had founded the con- 
gregation in Kentish Town, just three 
miles away, Holy Trinity was the 
first mission of the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church of England. Today the 
congregation, small by many stan- 
dards, but vigorous and self-support- 
ing, still worships in that same 
building. 

But space does not permit us to 


SIX 


hOLY 
TRINITY 
TOTTENHA 


by 
Roger 
Winger 


tell the whole thrilling story of H 

Trinity’s history, the many joys — 
well as the heartaches, the mirac 
lous working of the Spirit in the liv) 
of men, the unfailing devotion am 
consecration of the members. W 
would rather speak of some of tl 
joys and the problems which todé 
face this community of God’s chili 


ren. | 


The very fact that it is an old cos 
gregation in Britain’s largest metré 
polis presents it own peculiar prol 
lems, not the least of which is # 
widespread membership, abo 
twenty-five per cent. of the membe’ 
living at least twenty miles from th 
church. The address list reads lik 
a gazetteer: Cheam and New Malde 
in Surrey, Romford and Chelmsfor 
in Essex, Hemel Hempstead an 
Brookmans Park in Hertfordshir 
Luton and Leighton Buzzard in Bec 
fordshire, Grimsby in Lincolnshir: 
Castleford in Yorkshire, and Gla: 
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60 YEARS 


The Rev. Roger Winger (left), present pastor of Holy Trinity, and Dr. E. Geo. 
?earce, former pastor, with four pioneer London Lutherans who, together, 


qave served the church a total 220 years. 
M. Kahl, George Gutbrod, 


late Louis Launer, A. 


in Scotland, among others. 
en to such distant places by a 
or by marriage, these Lutherans 
ain members of Holy Trinity 
ause there is no closer Lutheran 
irch. What urgency this gives 
he mission expansion programme 
yur church! 


‘he problem, of course, is how 
serve such a wide-spread congre- 
on. For those in the London 
a, the church can easily be 
shed, although it may mean an 
ir or more of travelling. Mid- 
*k activities are grouped on two 


nts to enable those coming from: 


istance to take part in as much 
possible. For the rest, infrequent 
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Left to right, John Dunsbier. the 


visits to London when they can come 
to church, or an occasional service 
conducted by the pastor in their 
home must, unhappily, suffice. 


On the other hand much of the 
congregation’s responsibility and 
future lies with the neighbourhood 
of the church. South Tottenham, 
lying on the edge of a large indus- 
trial area of North London, is a 
changing community. The influx 
during the past several years of 
many coloured folk from the West 
Indies and other parts of the Com- 
monwealth has opened a new door 
for the Gospel. Many of these 
people come to Britain for only a 
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LAY ESSAYIST AT 1961 SYNOD 


The Synodical Essay at the 1961 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England will be delivered 
by a layman, Mr. Eric Smith, 
according to an announcement 
made by the Executive Council after 
their meeting on Monday, 23 Janu- 
ary. Mr. Smith, ELCE Secretary 
and member of the Executive 
Council, is manager of Lutheran 
Agencies, the ELCE agency which 
is responsible for the British Luth- 
eran Hour, Concordia Publishing 
House Limited, Concordia Films 
and Lutheran Information Service. 
Mr. Smith will speak on the motiva- 
tion for Christian stewardship. 


“Forward in Faith” 

“We Go Forward in Faith” will 
be the overall theme of the Synod 
which will take place at St. And- 
rews Lutheran Church, Ruislip, 
Friday and Saturday, 28-29 April. 
The first of five sessions will begin 
at 2 p.m. Friday and the Synod will 
close with the celebration of Holy 
Communion at 6.30 Saturday. All 
four sermons and the Synodical 
Essay by Mr. Smith will deal with 
the future of the church with special 
reference to the projections of The 
Master Plan which was adopted by 
the 1960 Synod at Sunderland and 
which has since been discussed and 
accepted by all ELCE congrega- 
tions. The Plan proposes, on the 


SECOND LWL CONVENTION 
AT TOTTENHAM 


Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, South 
Tottenham, will be host to the Second 
Annual Convention of the Lutheran 
Women’s League of Great Britain, Mrs. 
Della Winger, LWL Secretary, reported 
after the 23 January meeting of the LWL 
Executive Committee at 42 Museum 
Street, London. The date of the meeting 
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basis of a 10-15 per cent. annual 
crease in communicant members 
and in Christian giving, a § 
supporting church of 4500-5( 
communicant members in 23: 
congregations by 1978-1985. 

Offices open for election at 
Ruislip Synod will be those 
Treasurer and Secretary. The thr 
year terms of Mr. Alfred Flemmi 
Treasurer, and Mr. Eric Smith, S 
retary, expire, but both will be e 
ible for re-election. 


“Any Questions” Panel 


A novel feature of the 1961 Syni® 
will take place on Friday eveniih 
when members of the Execut 
Council will act as a panel 
answer any questions put by de 
gates or visitors in attendance on aig 
phase of ELCE operations. 
question master will be the R 
Norman Nagel of Cambridge. Que 
tions will be submitted in writil 
beforehand but will be put by 
questioners themselves on the eve 
ing of the panel. { 

The Synod is the annual geneif 
meeting of the congregations a 
missions which comprise the Eva 
gelical Lutheran Church of Er 
land. According to the churcl 
constitution, missions and boa 
send two advisory delegates, 
gregations two voting delegates, 
the meeting. 


is Suaday, 30 April, the day after 
close of the 1961 ELCE Synod 7 
Ruislip. The Committee hopes that t 
scheduling will encourage more wo: 
to attend both the Synod and the ce 
vention. 

Three Guides Accepted 


The Lesoue has now three meme 
societies. The first guild to submit | 
constitution for approval to the Exee 
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Committee was St. Timothys of 
2rland. It was accepted for mem- 
ip at the 14 November meeting of 
Committee. The guilds of Holy 
my. Tottenham, and Christ Church, 
Wood, were accepted as LWL 
bers at the 23 January meeting. 
| Ladies Dispatch Lutheran 
Wwas also reported to the Committee 
'LWL members in the London area, 
‘r the leadership of Mrs. William 
roth of Holy Trinity, were helping 
dispatch of the BriTISH LUTHERAN 


\" 


Number Seven 

itherans in the Cambridge area will 
ithe 1961 Syaod at Ruislip for formal 
tance of their newly-organized con- 
ition as the seventh ELCE member 
ch, according to ia report in the East 
lian Lutheran, the monthly newslet- 
lof the Cambridge congregation. 

ird and final reading of ‘the pro- 
dd colstitution took place in January; 
election of officers and the selection 
a name will take place at the next 
at Westfield House on 17 
‘ruary. 

sccording to the ELCE Constitution, 
+ Colloguy Committee shall receive 
lications from congregations apply- 
for membership in the church and 
‘1 satisfy itself that the constitution 
practice of ithe congregation contain 
ing contrary to the Scriptures and 
Confessions” (By-Law IT, 7). Present 
mbers of the ELCE Colloquy Com- 
tee are Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, the Rev. 
rman Nagel, and Mr. Charles Fry. 
wo men were specially honoured at 
organizational meeting. Dr. David 
rson and Mr. Roy Breitbarth were 
sted honorary Chairman and Vice- 
airman for life respectively in recogni- 
a of their work which led to the form- 
and organizing of the congregation. 


Names Under Consideration 
According to the East Anglian 
theran, St. Thomas — Evangelical 
theran Church is the leading conten- 
- for the name of the new church. 
lot by seeing”, the newsletter com- 
‘nts, “but by believing the Gospel 
ich we (preach, scientifically-minded 
mbridge must confiess Jesus Christ as 
y Lord and my God’ — for this end 
r congregation exists.’ The congre- 
tion wishes to avoid names already in 
= in the BLCE or in Cambridge. 
her names under consideration are St. 


BRUARY 1961, 


Titus — Titus was a “theological 
student” — and Holy Cross or the 
Luetheran Church of Atonement. 


The annual statistics of Lutheran work 
in the Cambridge area are also published 
in the January 1961 congregational 
newsletter. During 1960, there were 
115 services attended by 4083 worship- 
ers, or an average Sunday attendance 
of 78; 97 celebrations of Holy Com- 
munian; 45 baptisms; and 16 confirma- 
tions, 


LUTHERAN DISPLAY AMONG 
CAMBRIDGE SOCIETIES 


Cambridge University Lutheran 
Society was one of the bodies which took 
part in the University Societies’ Fair at 
the beginning of term at Cambridge. 
The Lutheran Society stall was decorated 
with cut-outs designed by one of its 
members, Mr. P. Niiler of Caius College, 
The meetings of the Society were 
publicized in the 1960-61 Varsity Hand- 
book and in the University Free Church 
Societies leaflet. 


BISHOP FIERLA SPEAKS AT 
PETTS WOOD 

Bishop Wladislaw Fierla, head of the 
Polish Lutheran Church in Exile, des- 
cribed the history and the present situa- 
tion of his church to members of Christ 
Lutheran Church at Petts Wood Mem- 
orial Hall on Thursday evening, 26 
January, After an opening devotion by 
Pastor John Sims, the Bishop was in- 
troduced by Dr. E. Geo, Pearce. 


Bishop Fierla said that the Lutheran 
Church in Poland, whose history goes 
back, unbroken, to the sixteenth century, 
had a membership before World War II 
of 600,000, today only 120,000. Polish 
Lutherans resident in Britain today, 
about 3000 in number, were langely ex- 
soldiers of General Anders’ Polish Army 
who fought under the command of the 
British Eighth Army and were then 
demobilized and rehabilitated in Britain. 


He also spoke of his pre-war parish 
of 10.000 members in Cieszyn Silesia 
aad of the conditions under which the 
Lutheran Church was working in Com- 
munist Poland today. He pointed with 
joy to the ever closening relationships of 
his church to tthe ELCE where, he said, 
he found the same simple and unques- 
tioning attitude toward the Bible as the 
Word of God as in his own church. 
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INVESTMENTS THAT PAY DOUBLE 

Invgiments im the ELCE Church 
Extension Fund do dowbhe daty- they pay 
you xcerest 2s they build your charch. 
234 CEF savestors were paid 2 total of 
neatly 4450 im interest om their loans for 


the year 1900. the CEF Connmnittes 
teporied after their anual iterest- 


paying mecting 2i 42 Museum Street. 
London, on Monday. 30 January. The 
asmoums paid out ranged from many ai 
id to ave at £75. With the mterest. the 
Commmitiee sent letiers of thanks to all 
imvestors, most of them im the United 
Kingdom, but some to places bike the 
United States and India. Letters of grati- 
ude were also posted to the many imves- 
tors who made jnterest-free loans. Their 
forfenure of the 34 per cent. rierest 
amoums. im efiect, to an annual gift to 
the Fund 
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few years, intending to return to 
their homelands later. Some have 
left. wives and families behind. All 
find it both lonely and difficult to 
adjust to a strange land and strange 
ways. We Christians owe them love 
and understanding, even as our 
Saviour would have done. 

Many of them. who are Chris- 
tians upon arrival, are sadly disap- 
pointed, with the secularism of a so- 
called “Christian” land. To them, 
as well as to those who have not 
heard of Christ, we must preach the 
Gospel. So far none of them has been 
confirmed into our church, but it is 
quite common to see coloured faces 
among the congregation on Sunday. 

Confirmations are, of course, al- 
Ways occasions of joy in the life of 
4 congregation, but the confirma- 
tion of Mr. George Andrews last 
November 20th was doubly joyous, 
for it took place in hospital. More 
than twenty years ago Mr. Andrews 
was afflicted with an incurable 
disease, which has slowly paralysed 
his limbs. For years he was in and 
out of hospitals, seeking treatment 
and a cure which could not be 
found, and for the Jast ten years the 
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hospital has been his home. 
recently he was able to be t 
home for a day or two at a time, 
now even that privilege is no lor 
possible, and about all he has 
the regular visits of his devoted vy 

Never a church-going man to 
gin with, his long illness left 
with little regard for God anc 
somewhat bitter outlook on life. 
sister-in-law, a member of 
Trinity, suggested, however. that 
pastor visit him. He did. and 
Holy Spirit worked through 
Word. When it was possible he ¥ 
brought to church for film showi 
After some time catechism less 
were started, and for over two ye 
the pastor made weekly visits. 
Keats Ward, North Middlesex H 
pital, to prepare him for ch 

embership. At length he was b 
tised before the elders in the f 
pital. George Andrews may ne 
again see the inside of his chu 5 
but he has found in Jesus Christ 
Saviour from his sins and a new r 
son for living — another witness. 
the way in which the Lord has us 
Holy Trinity, its members and rp 
tors, for the spreading of His Kis 
dom. 
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